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(2) Sharing the success:  

By notifying the public and the member 

schools about 'our' achievements in different  

locations, we aim to multiply 'our' ent husiasm 

and spread the successful pract ices to all 

member schools.  

(3) Introducing new projects and programs:  

We will show new projects and programs as 

indications of the bright future of our educa-

tion system to help remove the despair in our 

minds. 

As Accord Institute, we hope that Accord 

Quarterly wil l be a fresh way of strengt hen-

ing the bonds among 'us' and boosting t he 

enthusiasm of 'our' community services.  

 

- Accord Institute Staff 

Dear Members,  

 

Accord Instit ute is st arting this newsletter, 

Accord Quarterly , for our community, in 

which we will use the term 'we' to indicate 

not only Accord Instit ute but all of our mem-

ber schools in an embrac ing way, including 

students, parents, staff, and volunteers. Ac -

cord Quarterly will serve three major pur-

poses: 

(1) Sharing experiences:  

We would like to accumulate many different  

experiences of member schools in a pool so 

that we can all benefit from them, and im-

prove overall quality of our education.  

 

 

and students, enhance their own abilities, and 

exchange information with other member 

school teachers.  

Accord Institute mentors wil l build up different  

departmental groups such as math and sci-

ence. Each group will be encouraged to share 

specific lesson plans, provide handouts and 

suggested in-class and afterschool activities.  

After the summer workshop, Accord Institute 

plans to host a number of activities and train-

ing including the annual/monthly administ ra-

tor networking sessions, quarterly departmen-

tal workshops, and teacher evaluation pro-

grams.  

Accord Institute is planning to organize a 

summer training workshop for administrators 

and teachers between July 31 and August 2 

as a part of professional development ser-

vices. Registration is required and will be 

online. 

School administ rators will have a chance to 

collaborate and do detailed planning for the 

upcoming year and exchange ideas and 

experiences with the ir colleagues from other 

member schools.  

Workshop sessions will help teachers to de-

velop techniques for classroom instruction, 

improve communication skil ls wit h parent s 
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òDEDICATION OF 

TEACHERSó 

SUBSTANTIALLY 

OUTNUMBERED 

THE OTHER 

ANSWERS OF 

òWHAT WORKSó 

QUESTION IN THE 

PARENT SURVEY. 

AAACCORDCCORDCCORD   
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Research Team at Accord Institute analyzed 

Advanced Placement (AP) data of member 

schools. The report provides guidelines on AP 

reach of st udents and specific recommenda-

tions about improving college credit culture at  

member schools. In December 2008, ranking 

of high schools by US News magazine, Sono-

ran Science Academy-Tuc son and Magnolia 

Science Academy-1 were chosen as Bronze 

Medal schools. The ranking was based on 

results of state tests and AP tests. Newsweek 

magazine w ill announce its own ranking l ist on 

May, 2009 and we anticipate similar 

achievements. We expect that the number of 

member schools in t he ranking lists wil l in-

crease in the upcoming years. Among member 

schools, Sonoran Science Academy-Tuc son has 

done great job in establishing AP culture . It  

offers around 10 AP courses each year. The 

courses range from Calculus, Statistics, Physics, 

Chemist ry, B iology to English Language, 

World History, US History. In this school, more 

than 70% of students take at least one AP 

course until they graduate. We believe that in 

near future, all student s at member schools of 

Accord Institute will  have an opport unity to 

take at least one AP course until he/she 

graduates.  

It contains two questions: òWhat works at your 

school?ó and òWhat should change at your 

school?ó. It was initiated to determine the best 

practices and the issues that require attention 

in the schools. In total, 464 people partici-

pated from 18 schools. 307 of these were 

parent s, 134 are teachers and 23 are admin-

istrators. The most mentioned items in the 

òwhat worksó section were: dedication of 

teachers ( 181 times), small c lass size (106), 

curriculum/education (93), after school clubs/

activit ies (63).  The results of the survey indi-

cate that there is a need for better facilities 

including better sports and music department s 

at member schools. Moreover, as Accord Insti-

tute, we realize that we need to focus more 

on professional development especially on the 

communication/planning aspect.  

Research Team is working on a journal paper 

about Advanced Math and Science Program 

(AMSP). This work describes the struct ure of 

AMSP program including its three -coach sys-

tem and compares it ot her similar existing 

programs. It discusses distinctive features of 

AMSP, espec ially it s emphasis on social as-

pects. Students develop their social ski lls as 

well as  team spirit at sleepovers and national 

camps. The current  AMSP st udy was pre-

sented at Annual California Charter School 

Conference held in Marchõ09 and was ac-

cepted for presentation at  National Associa-

tion for Gifted Children Conference that wil l  

be held in Novemberõ09. 

During February-March 2009, Accord Instit ute 

conducted a survey at all member schools.  

AP Tests and School Rankings 

Research in Progress 

MAP Testing Report 

results. The report provides guidelines in mak-

ing Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), espe-

cially at a time when AYP proficiency target s 

under No Child Left Behind Act will increase 

gradually until 2014. The current report fo-

cused on middle school students. We plan to 

prepare similar reports on high school stu-

dent s which will be based on SAT/PSAT re-

sults and the level of colleges and universities 

the graduates  were admitted.  

The report analyzed 2007-2008 MAP Testing 

results of six Accord Instit ute member schools. 

These schools that we analyzed are Magnolia 

Science Academy-1, Moment um Middle 

School, Bay Area Technology School from 

California, Sonoran Science Academy (SSA)  

schools SSA-Tuc son and SSA-Phoenix from 

Arizona, and Coral Academy of Science -Reno 

from Nevada. A strong correlation is found 

between proficiency rates in MAP Testing 

scores and proficiency rates in state exam 
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ONLINE TIE 

CONTEST ñ 

 

COMPETITION 

ON DRAWING 

AND ANIMATION 

USING MS 

OFFICE 

SOFTWARE.  

TTTECHNOLOGYECHNOLOGYECHNOLOGY      

IIINTEGRATEDNTEGRATEDNTEGRATED   

EEEDUCATIONDUCATIONDUCATION   

Online TIE Contest promises an enjoying learning 

experience through a competition on drawing 

and animation using MS Office software.  

 

Contest description 
Online TIE Contest is organized by Accord Insti-

tute to promote use of Technology among the 

students of Accord member schools as a comple-

ment to TIE (Technology Integrated Education), 

which is a part of Accord Education Model. Par-

ticipation in the contest requires extensive use of 

Technology skil ls that are taught within the TIE 

curriculum. This year' s contest is for 6th and 7th 

grades with separate categories for each 

grade. More categories will be added in the 

following years.  

 

Categories 

Storybook (6th graders) 

You will pick one of the t hree short stories pro-

vided at the contest website and create a story-

book using Microsoft Word and image editing 

tools. You will use formatted text, shapes, clip-

arts, and background images for the artwork of 

the storybook.  

 

Animation (7th graders) 

You will pick one of the t hree short stories pro-

vided at the contest website and create a car-

toon animation using Mic rosoft Powerpoint and 

image editing tools. You wil l use shapes, cliparts, 

and background images for the slides and use 

animation feat ures of Powerpoint to animate the 

objects and slides.  

 

Timeline 
 May 15 - Submission deadline  

 May 22 - Contest results 

For additional information, tutorials, samples, 

evaluat ion c riteria, and rules go to 

http://tiecontest.accordeducation.org.  

Online TIE Contest 

 

Are you a 6th or 7th grade stu-

dent and good at computers? 

Use your skills, create a piece of 

art, and 

WIN A NETBOOK!* 

 

 

Imagine, enjoy, create, and 

participate!  

 

Contest deadline: 
May 15, 09 

 

* The act ual prize may differ from the 

image shown 

http://tiecontest.accordeducation.org 

 

http://tiecontest.accordeducation.org
http://tiecontest.accordeducation.org
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A TOTAL OF 14 

AMSP STUDENTS 

QUALIFIED  

FOR THE 

MATHCOUNTS 

STATE 

COMPETITIONS 

THIS YEAR. 

MathCounts Tradition Continues 

AAADVANCEDDVANCEDDVANCED   

MMMATHATHATH   ANDANDAND   

SSSCIENCECIENCECIENCE   

PPPROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM   

Accord Institute organized the winter camp at  

Julian, an hour away from San Diego be-

tween December 18-23, 2008 as a part of 

AMSP. 68 student s and 18 teachers 

(excluding Accord Institute staff) from 4 states 

(Arizona, California, Nevada, and Utah) par-

ticipated in the camp. This advanced camp 

hosted a large spectrum of student s in terms 

of academic levels ð from beginner to na-

tional levels, targeting MathCounts, AMC, 

AIME, and USAMO competitions.  

Students were divided into six groups based 

on the placement test given at the beginning 

of the camp. Every day, there were three 

hours of mat h and one hour of computer sci-

ence lecture taught by Accord Instituteõs AMSP 

staff and the school teachers. Total 17 teams 

composed of four students and a teacher 

each, had challenging time in competitions. 

Former olympiad medalists shared their 

memories and experiences with the student s.  

Dr. Cafer Yavuz, an outstanding post-doctoral 

fellow at UC Santa Barbara, Chemistry De-

partment, honored the winter camp as the 

guest speaker. He gave a talk on òwhy to 

choose science as a careeró providing motiva-

tional examples of young sc ientists.  

Students enjoyed the three hours of daily in-

door and outdoor activities such as ping pong, 

pool, air hockey, archery, and tower climbing. 

Despite the weather conditions, students en-

joyed playing snowball fight. Sea world t rip 

was the exquisite entertainment of t he camp.  

A slideshow was presented, and student s 

were awarded in different categories such as 

math, computer science, responsible, and 

overall winner. Taylor Heimbichner from So-

noran Science Academy, Phoenix , Arizona 

was awarded as the overall winner of the 

camp.  

As Accord Institute, we would like to t hank our 

teachers and mentors for their enthusiasm and 

dedication.  

in each contest center.  

You may find the problems and solutions at  

MathMatters website :  

http://mathmatters.accordeducat ion.org/  

The fifth annual MathMatters Contest was 

held on January 31st 2009. Over 1300 stu-

dent s competed at 14 contest centers in Cali-

fornia, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and Colorado.  

MathMatters is Accord Instituteõs math compe-

tition for 5th graders awarding top-3 student s 

MathMatters 

Group photo from AMSP Winter 
Camp. 

MathCount s is a nationw ide math competition 

among middle school students with over 

500,000 part icipants every year. 2009 

MathCount s Chapter and State competit ions 

were held in February and March. A total of 

14 AMSP students qualified for the Math-

Count s state competitions this year: 5 from 

Sonoran Science Academy at Tucson (SSA -

Tucson), 5 from Paragon Science Academy 

(PSA), and 4 from Beehive Science and Tech-

nology Academy (BSTA).  

In the state competitions, among dozens of 

teams, SSA-Tuc son and PSA teams received 

the first and the fourth places in Arizona and 

BSTA team received the eight team place in 

Utah. Congratulations to t he team coaches Mr. 

Bahar, Mr. Suerkan, and Mr. Kablan and t heir 

students! Furthermore, Joshua Sloane from 

SSA-Tucson finished t he state round in top 

four and qualified to compete in the Nat ion-

als. As t he coach of the winner team, SSA -

Tucson AMSP math coach Mr. Bahar will coach 

the state team of Arizona in the Nationals.  

 

Congratulations to all the competing st udents!  

http://mathmatters.accordeducation.org/


USAMO / AIME 
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EIGHT ACCORD 

STUDENTS 

MANAGED TO BE 

RANKED IN TOP 

500 IN THE 

AMERICAN 

MATHEMATICS 

COMPETITIONS. 
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PPPROGRAMROGRAMROGRAM   

ACCompete 

ACCompete is Accord Institute's Computer 

Science Competition among 6th graders. It is 

composed of four contests throughout the 

year. Students compete individually in the 

tests. The average of top four students in a 

school determines the score of t he school.  

Contest #3 results were recently announced. 

We congratulate Timothy Portillo and Benja-

min Berman from Magnolia Sc ience Academy, 

Reseda (MSA-1) for sharing the first place in 

individuals. MSA-1 continues to lead the com-

petition for three contests in school category. 

For details see:  

http://accompete.accordeducation.org 

AMSP Summer Camp 

This year, AMSP summer camp w ill be held at  

California State Polytechnic University , 

Pomona between July 9-16. Accommodation 

and classes will be in-campus.  You may find 

more information about the campsite at:  

ht t p ://www .d s a.c su p o mon a .e du /u hs /

Conference_Welcome.asp. 

Summer camp is composed of lectures on ad-

vanced math and computer sc ience topics, 

practice test s, team competitions, outdoor 

activit ies, and a field trip to NASA Jet Propul-

sion Laboratory ð a rare opportunity for stu-

dent s. Furthermore, AMSP summer camp wil l 

be honored by outstanding guest speakers. In 

addition to Accord Instituteõs AMSP Team, 

International Olympiad medalists will partici-

pate in the camp. They have been volunteers 

in lecturing gifted st udents as part of Accord 

Instituteõs AMSP program. 

Eight Accord students in top 500 in the Ameri-

can Mathematics Competitions. After two very 

difficult math competitions, AMC 10-12 in 

February and AIME in March, American 

Mathematics Competitions (AMC) Center has 

selected from a quarter million student s 

around 500 top st udents to compete in the 

2009 USA Math Olympiads (USAMO). 8 stu-

dent s from Accord Institute AIME and USAMO 

Classes in Orange County has made t he top 

500 list. Accord AIME-USAMO Classes st arted 

this year with a total of 9 students. Currently , 

there are 13 st udents enro lled. More informa-

tion can be found about t he classes on the  

course website:  

http://accordeducation.org/aime-usamo 

Congratulations to the qualify ing st udents. 

They will t ake the next challenge, USAMO, 

which is a 2-day exam t hat will take place on 

28t h and 29th of April 2009. Each day, the 

students will be asked 3 essay problems to be 

solved in four and a half hours. For the list of 

USAMO qualifiers and more information 

about the competitions, please visit t he contest  

website : http://www.unl.edu/amc/  

Gauss League 

Gauss League is a mat h competition among 

Advanced Math Science Program middle 

school st udents with four stages. The third 

stage of t he Gauss League is over this year. 

Among 83 students who took the third exam, 

Joshua Sloane from Sonoran Science Acad-

emy-Tucson finished in the first place answer-

ing all 25 problems correctly. He was fol-

lowed by Timot hy Horng from Paragon Sci-

ence Academy who answered 24 problems 

correctly . To see the gold, silver, and bronze 

winners for each stage, please visit t he course 

website :  

http://www.accordeducation.org/gauss  

http://accompete.accordeducation.org
http://www.dsa.csupomona.edu/uhs/Conference_Welcome.asp
http://www.dsa.csupomona.edu/uhs/Conference_Welcome.asp
http://accordeducation.org/aime-usamo
http://www.unl.edu/amc/
http://www.accordeducation.org/gauss


Accord Instituteõs Advanced Math and Science 

Program (AMSP) was presented by Dr. Ali 

Gurel at the 16th Annual California Charter 

Schools Conference (CCSC). The presentation 

was one of the 200 sessions offered this year.  

CCSC was organized by the California Char-

ter Schools Association and was held at the 

Long Beach Convention Center in Long Beach, 

CA, March 10ð13, 2009. More than 2,000 

attendees were presented in this most impor-

tant event of the year for t he charter school 

community to share ideas and inspire one 

anot her.  This year conference theme was 

òQuality Charter Schools Strengthen Commu-

nitiesó.  

AMSP structure and implementation was cov-

ered in the session. AMSP team shared t heir 

experience with the charter school community 

on the unique gifted program. The presenta-

tion took place on March 11 between 1:30  

and 3:30 in the breakout sessions. For more 

information please see the website :  

http://www.charterconference.org.  

AMSP at California Charter Schools Conference 

AMSP Presentation at NAGC Convention 

the struct ure , implementation, and it s effects 

on gifted student s. Topic s ranged from Choos-

ing Appropriate Literature for Young Gifted 

Readers to Practical St rategies for Differen-

tiation to Dabowski's Theory at Work and 

included sessions for all levels of gifted learn-

ing.  

For more information please see the website: 

http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=2692 

Accord Instituteõs conference proposal on 

AMSP struct ure was accepted for presentation 

at the 56th Annual Convention of the National 

Association for Gifted Children (NAGC), No-

vember 5-8, 2009.  The proposal was se-

lected among more than 950 proposals sub-

mitted for approximately 250 program slots. 

AMSP proposal is accepted to NACG for 

presentation as in California Charter School 

Conference. AMSP presentation will include 
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AMSP PROPOSAL 

WAS ACCEPTED 

FOR 

PRESENTATION  

AT THE 56TH 

ANNUAL 

CONVENTION OF 

THE NATIONAL 

ASSOCIATION 

FOR GIFTED 

CHILDREN 
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Char ter Schools Growth Fund 

submission. If the school or CMO passes part  

1, it is invited to part 2, which consists of Busi-

ness Planning Program, i.e. t hey wil l teach 

how to do business planning. Part 2 will also 

consist of interviews.  

Main criteria of the fund reads as òCharter 

operators who have demonstrated that they 

can run one or more exemplary schools, sus-

tain st rong achievement gains with under-

served youth, and possess the dedication to 

expand a network of schools in their t arget  

communities are encouraged to apply to 

CSGFó. For details, please check the web site: 

http://www.chartergrowt hfund.org/ .  

Charter Schools Growth Fund aims sole ly to 

support Charter Management Organizations. 

It was founded in 2005 and funded 19  

CMOs. Inc luding $6 million grant for Aspire 

Public Schools from California (during 2007-

2012) and $2.7 mil lion for Great Hears 

Academies from Arizona (2007-20 11).  

No grant and report w riting is required; just  

sending state and national test scores of all 

students of the school is sufficient. MAP scores 

are accepted for national scores. In part 1, 

exams are considered at three different times 

(e.g. Fall 2007, Spring 2008, Fall 200 8) and 

yearly gains are calculated. The results of 

part1 is announced after 8-12 weeks of data 

http://www.charterconference.org
http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=2692
http://www.chartergrowthfund.org/


Condoleezza Rice Sec retary of State plans to invest in K-12 education after leaving office. 

Invest in K-12 education as she believes this is the most important for national security of the 

US. She is coming back to Northern California. She started an after school program in East 

Palo Alto in the 90s. Listen the podcast Tavis Smiley interview at:   

http://www.pbs.org/kcet/tavissmiley/rss/interview took place on December 19.  

Condoleezza Rice to invest in K-12 education 

òMath Skills Suffer in U.S., Study Findsó 

Recent news in New  York Times emphasizes t hat t he United States is failing to develop the 

math skills of both girls and boys, especially among those who could excel at the highest levels.   

More interestingly, t he study in the news indicates that girls who do succeed in the field are 

almost all immigrants or the daughters of immigrants from count ries where mat hematic s is more 

highly valued. For the rest of the news see:  

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/10/education/10 math.html?_r=1 
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òUNITED STATES 

IS FAILING TO 

DEVELOP THE 

MATH SKILLS OF 

BOTH GIRLS AND 

BOYS, ESPECIALLY 

AMONG THOSE 

WHO COULD 

EXCEL AT THE 

HIGHEST LEVELS.ó 
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Recently, Sonoma State University partnered with a private organization, which wants to bring 

the science and excitement of rocketry to high school students. University is looking for teachers 

who would be interesting in participating in the program. The program provides free training 

to learn the science, technology, engineering and mathematics required to build and launch 

supersonic rockets, materials, instruction, mentoring in the const ruction of your own supersonic  

rocket as well as a full DVD of your experience and instruction, computer simulation and design 

software that you can use to design rocket s with your st udents, $1000 stipend and travel ex-

penses for week-long summer training workshops during July (or August) 2009 and 20 10. Par-

ticipants will receive level 1 & 2 certification from the TRIPOLI Rocketry Association. Additional 

information can be found at:  

http://epo.sonoma.edu/mavericks/index.php. 

Rocketry Curriculum for High Schools 

At M.I.T., Large Lectures Are Going the Way of the Blackboard 

With physicist s ac ross the country pushing for universities to do a better job of teaching science, 

M.I.T. has made a striking change. The physics department has replaced the traditional large 

introductory lecture with smaller c lasses that emphasize hands -on, interactive, co llaborative 

learning.  

Last fall , after years of experimentat ion and debate and resistance from st udents, who initially  

petitioned against it, the department made the change permanent. Already, attendance is up 

and the failure rate has dropped by more than 50 percent. For the rest of the news see:  

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/13/us/13physic s.html?_r=2&emc=eta1  

http://www.pbs.org/kcet/tavissmiley/rss/interview
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/10/10/education/10math.html?_r=1
http://epo.sonoma.edu/mavericks/index.php
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/13/us/13physics.html?_r=2&emc=eta1


Sonoran Science Academy, Phoenix and Tucson branches dominated the FIRST Tech Challenge 

(FTC) robotics state tournament took place at Carl Hayden High School on Saturday, February 

28t h. SSA-Tucson won FTC 2009 Design Award whereas SSA-Phoenix ended up winning the 

state tournament with t heir alliance.  Beehive Science and Technology Academy Robotics teams 

came home with awards from the Denver Regional Tournament in Colorado on March 27th. 

They got the 2nd and 3rd places in addition to òInnovationó and òBest Designó awards.  

Spotlights of the FIRST Competitions 
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Magnolia Science Academy, 
Reseda students in national 

finals of Future City Competi-
tion. 

òEACH SINGLE 

ACHIEVEMENT 

BELONGS TO  

ALL OF US. 

WE ARE 

STRONGER  

AND MORE 

SUCCESSFUL  

ALL TOGETHER.ó 

AAACCORDCCORDCCORD   

SSSUCCESSUCCESSUCCESS   

PPPATHATHATH   

After taking first place in the Southern California Region, Magnolia Sc ience Academy (MSA), 

Resedaõs Future City Club participated in the national finals of the Future City Competition in 

Washington D.C. in February. Inspired by navy aircraft carriers, MSAõs city, òMegalosó was one 

of the most exciting designs at the competition. Among 35,651 Future City competitors nation-

wide, MSA' s students were selected in t he top 100.  

MSA at Future City - National Finals 

Twenty-four student teams and six JPL employees raced their hand-built aerial cars 33 feet in 

the 11t h annual Invention Challenge held Friday, December 12th. Magnolia Science Academy, 

Reseda partic ipated in the NASA Aerial Car Contest competition. One of the teams got the 

unusual design award by Boeing.  Please see the website for the video, pictures and details: 

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/video/index.cfm?id=794. 

NASA JPL Aerial Car Race Contest 

Accord members schools received lots of awards in the Regional Science and Engineering Fairs. 

Sonoran Science Academy, Tucson and Phoenix braches received statewide recognition in Ari-

zona as 1st and 2nd places. There middle school st udents of SSA-Tuc son were invited as ob-

servers to Intelõs International Science and Engineering Fair for high school students. In addition, 

Broadway branch has 1st place awards in the Southern Arizona Region. Coral Academy of 

Science, Reno was the most award receiving school as well as the 1st place in the Western Ne-

vada Region. Similarly, Las Vegas branch has a 1st place award in the Sout hern Nevada Re-

gion. Beehive Science and Technology Academy has 2nd place as its top award in Salt Lake 

Valley Region.  

In total, Accord member schools received five 1st place, two 2nd place, five 4th place, six hon-

orable mention, four special, and one top teacher awards statewide, and seventeen 1st place, 

fourteen 2nd place, six 3rd place, eight honorable mention, twenty three special awards.  

Accord Schools at Science and Engineering Fairs 

MathCount s is a nationw ide math competit ion among middle school students with over 500,000 

participants every year. This year, a total of 14 AMSP st udents qualified for the MathCounts 

state competitions; one of them, Joshua Sloane from Sonoran Science Academy, Tucson was 

qualified for National round where top four st udents represent  the state. Mr. Bahar is selected 

to be the Arizona state coach since he is the coach of the winner team as he was last year.  

Please check AMSP news on page 5 for details.  

National Qualifier in MathCounts 

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/video/index.cfm?id=794


Accord Institute is proud to announce two of the member schools, Sonoran Science Academy of 

Tucson, Arizona and Magnolia Science Academy of Reseda, California were recognized as one 

of the best high schools in the U.S. by being ranked in the bronze category in US News. US 

News is a magazine well -known wit h its Nationwide university and high school rankings. High 

school ranking is based on AP tests scores of the st udents of the school.  

Double Bronze in US News Ranking 

SSA-Tucson in AMC-8 Honor Roll Again! 

Sonoran Science Academy (SSA) of Tucson, Arizona was enlisted in American Mathematics 

Competition (AMC-8) Honor Roll again this year as one of t he schools in Arizona. AMC-8 is one 

of the most prestigious and challenging mathematics competitions in middle school level. Being 

listed in t he Honor Roll is known to be a difficult achievement since it requires to have t hree 

students scoring at least 66 together out of 75 points. These three student of SSA is being 

trained in Advanced Math and Science Program provided by Accord Instit ute.  
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Sonoran Science Academy, 
Tucson students and their 

teachers at ISWEEEPõ09. 

ACCORD 

MEMBER 

SCHOOLS  
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Chess Champions of  SSA-Tucson and BSTA 

On January 10, 2009, David Wang from SSA -Tucson won first place among 5th graders in the 

2009 Arizona State Grades Chess Championship. David has been playing chess since he was 

in Kindergarten, and has been competing in championships since 2nd grade, but t his is t he first 

time heõs won his grade level. He is among the Top Ten 5th Grade students in the Arizona 

State. Also his USCF (United States Chess Federation) rating is 1394.  

On November 22nd during the South Salt Lake Chess Tournament, Travis Wald from BSTA re-

ceived 2nd Place in the 11th Grade Division.  

Mr. Achilov Wins Yale Counseling Award 

Dilshod Achilov, college counselor of Sonoran Sc ience Academy, Tucson, Arizona was recently 

awarded t he Y ale Counseling Award from Y ale University. Mr. Achilov was nominated by for-

mer student s and chosen from thousands of college counselors ac ross.  

Three Bronze Medals at ISWEEEP 

Three students of Sonoran Science Academy (SSA), Tucson, Arizona partic ipated in t he  Interna-

tional Sustainable World Energy, Engineering, and Environment Pro ject Olympiad (ISWEEEP)  

on April 15th and received 3 bronze medals and 2 honorable ment ions. More than 1500 pro-

jects applied from science fairs around the world and only 450 of the best project s were se-

lected. Over 60 countries, 450 project s, 600 student s, 300+ adults, and 200+ judges came to 

this event which was hosted in downtown Houston at the George R. Brown Convention Center.  

National Qualifier in Spelling Bee 

Beehive Science and Technology Academy 8th grader, Henry Korous won the Salt Lake Valley 

Spell ing Bee on March 7th and will be going on to the National Spelling Bee in Washington, 

DC in May. Henry wil l be one of only t hree students t hat will represent the State of Utah.  
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appreciated it.  

She planned one activity per month for six 

months such as parties, potlucks, coffee days 

and candy sales to publicize the program. 

She posted the flyers and posters of all the 

activit ies on the walls to draw attention of 

other student s and parents. They noticed the 

distinguishing feat ures and were asking the 

requirements for the program next year. To-

gether with the AMSP parents, she established 

the parent committee. They came together to 

discuss new ideas about fundraisers and im-

proving the program.  

Mrs. Avsaroglu emphasizes the importance of 

not overwhelming the students in the class. 

When she realizes that the students are 

bored, she plays math games with the stu-

dent s at the last ten minutes of the class. That  

keeps up the motivation of t he students.  

Here, we appreciate our teacher and were 

able to write just a small part of her commit -

ments.  

After notic ing the strong air of the Advanced 

Math and Science Program (AMSP) culture in 

the school, we asked Mrs. Sumeyra Avsaroglu 

to tell about the accomplishment at Magnolia 

Science Academy-3 (MSA-3). Mrs. Avsaroglu 

is a math teacher and the math coach of 

AMSP of the school. She plays the key role in 

this robust implementat ion of AMSP program 

at school although it is the first year. Her ex-

periences may be benefited by not only 

AMSP teachers but also by the  teachers who 

run c lubs or programs in t he school.  

Mrs. Avsaroglu first of all indicates her strong 

commitment and belief in AMSP program. 

That serious attit ude, motivat ion and enthusi-

asm reflected on the st udents and t he parents. 

She used t he lack of high quality programs 

for talented st udents to advertise AMSP. She 

sought for the opportunities to talk the parent s 

in different environments and explained them 

the goals of AMSP for the fut ures of the stu-

dent s. As a consequence, parents compre-

hended the importance of the program and 

Magnolia Science Academy, 
Gardenaõs AMSP cake. 


